
aapi youth poll 

            11 SEPTEMBER 2020 

preliminary findings 



behind the numbers 
☑  800 Asian Americans and Pacific Islander citizens aged 18 to 34 interviewed between 

August 29th and September 2nd. 

☑  Interviews conducted online and in English; 13.7 minutes average length. 

☑  25% Chinese, 19% Indian, 15% Filipino, 13% Vietnamese, 12% Korean, 4% Pacific 
Islanders, 12% other Asian Americans. 

☑ Demographic tabs: ethnic/national origin, sex, age, education, nativity, employment 

☑  Political tabs: registration, likelihood of voting, Biden-Trump, partisanship, battleground 

☑ Margin of error: ±3.5% to ±11%  



registration and turnout 



multiple barriers to 
registration 

28% 

26% 

23% 

15% 

12% 

11% 

8% 

17% 

Have not had the time 

No candidates to vote for 

Need more info 

Don't care about politics 

Vote won't make a diff 

Won't risk my health to vote 

Don't know enough yet 

Something else 

There are many reasons why people are not registered 
to vote or have not updated their voter registration. 
Which of the following best describes your situation?  

☑ Asked of the 23% who are 
unregistered. Up to three 
replies accepted 

☑ 42% of unregistered picked at 
least one "motivational" 
barrier to registering. 

☑  "I don't see any candidates I 
want to vote for": 

☑ Vietnamese Ams (70%) 

☑ AAPI men (41%) 

☑  Independents (38%) 



1 in 3 do not plan to 
register 

12% 

14% 

23% 

15% 

30% 

Absolutely certain 

Probably will register 

Chances are 50-50 

Chances less than 50-50 

Do not plan to register 

We understand that people are busy and sometimes don’t 
get a chance to register to vote or update their voter 
registration ... How likely are you to register to vote in 
[STATE] in time for this November's election? 

☑ For time barrier cases, only 
12% are "do not plan to" and 
53% say "50-50" 

☑ For motivation barrier cases, 
45% are "do not plan to reg" 

☑ For information barrier cases, 
only 7.5% do not plan to 
register. 



43% still uncertain 
about voting 

57% 

23% 

17% 

2% 

2% 

Certain to vote 

Probably will vote 

Chances are 50-50 

Chances less than 50-50 

Do not plan to vote 

☑  Asked of vote registered 

☑  "50-50" or less: 

☑  Vietnamese Ams (36%) 

☑  Unemployed (34%) 

☑  Less than HS ed (31%) 

☑  Independents (28%) 

Many people are busy and don’t always vote in an election. 
Thinking about the election coming up this November 3rd, 
what would you say the chances are that you will vote?  



issue priorities 



issue priorities facing 
"your community" 

62% 

37% 

29% 

26% 

19% 

11% 

10% 

10% 

Responding to COVID 

Jobs, wages, unemp benefits 

Fighting systemic racism 

Stopping police violence 

Health care cost, access 

Gun violence 

College costs/debt 

Climate change 

☑  Up to three answers; 
answers receiving 10% 
or more shown 

☑  COVID and economy 
dominate, but many say 
racism, police violence 
and other issues 

☑  Compared to Gallup, few 
mention government 
itself as most important. 

Thinking about the 2020 election, what are the most important 
issues facing your community that our politicians should address? 



issue priorities facing 
"young asian americans" 

☑  Immigrants rights / DACA and 
ending sexual violence  and 
harassment make it on the list. 

☑  Higher % say "college costs / 
debt" 

☑  Filipino Ams likelier to say 
"immigrants' rights / DACA 
(25%) 

☑  Korean Ams esp. likely to say 
"systemic racism" (47%) 

Thinking about the 2020 election, what are the most 
important issues facing young Asian Americans that our 
politicians should address? 

50% 

34% 

30% 

20% 

18% 

17% 

13% 
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11% 

11% 

Responding to COVID 

Jobs, wages, unemp benefits 

Fighting systemic racism 

Stopping police violence 

Health care cost, access 

College costs/debt 

Gun violence 

Climate change 

Immigrants' rights/DACA 

Ending sexual violence 



many key turnout 
issues 

51% 

46% 

35% 

32% 

31% 

29% 

28% 

24% 

25% 

22% 

21% 

Responding to COVID 

Economic recovery 

Gun violence 

Medicare for All 

#BlackLivesMatter 

College affordability/debt 

Criminal justice reform 

Women's repro health 

Green New Deal 

#MeToo 

A particular candidate 

People ... vote or to sit out an election for many reasons. From the 
following list, please tell us how important, if at all, each of the 
following issues are in ... whether to vote and who to vote for. 

☑ % who say "most important" 

☑ COVID and economy again 
top the list, but many other 
motivators to turnout, but not 
defeating a particular 
candidate. 

☑ For those with motivational 
barriers to registration, gun 
violence, health reform, Green 
New Deal stand out. 



message testing 



wear a mask! 
☑  "We must follow the science, wear masks, and keep businesses under restrictions to 

prevent further outbreaks of the coronavirus … OR … It is time to fully re-open, recover, 
and retool our economy now." 

☑  83% prioritize containing COVID spread over reopening the economy now 
☑  even 59% of Republicans agree 



a right to health care 
☑  " Medicare-for-all, in which all Americans would get their health insurance from a single 

government plan, is a form of socialized medicine that would eliminate private 
insurance and grow the federal government  ... OR ... Medicare-for-all is the best way to 
ensure everyone the right to health care and contain health care costs." 

☑  73% also agree that health care is a right. 
☑  support is solid across all background variables 
☑  even 66% of Republicans agree 
☑  starting with the "socialized medicine" statement first lowers support significantly. 



anti-asian bias as a motivator 
☑  "Anti-Asian discrimination has motivated me to get more involved in voting and politics 

… OR … I haven’t seen much anti-Asian discrimination--it’s not really a problem." 

☑  63% say anti-Asian bias motivates them to political action. 
☑  Agreement is especially high among Chinese Americans (71%), young AAPI women 

(68%), and students (71%). 
☑  48% of Asian Indians say "it's not really a problem." 
☑  54% of Republicans and 48% of Independents also say "not a problem." 



green light, green new deal 
☑  "Big problems require bold ideas; the Green New Deal will tackle climate change while 

growing our economy and creating new jobs ... OR ... The Green New Deal is a pipe-
dream that will hurt local economies and increase federal spending by trillions of 
dollars." 

☑  78% see the Green New Deal as a win-win. 
☑  even a majority (60%) of Republicans agree. 



#blm is making change 
☑  "The Black Lives Matter movement has raised awareness of systemic racism and is 

effectively pressuring city governments to "defund police" and redirect those funds to 
community and economic programs to improve community safety … OR … The Black 
Lives Matter movement is getting too much attention, creating conditions for 
lawlessness, and only presents one side of complex race and police issues." 

☑  71% say #BLM is raising awareness and pushing for change. 
☑  Chinese Americans least likely to agree (62%) 
☑  40% gap between Dems (80%) and Reps (40%) on this question 



stop the hate and pass c.i.r. 
☑  "We need to stop the racial profiling of Latinos and the anti-immigrant talk in this 

country and pass comprehensive immigration reform that provides a pathway to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants and keeps families together ... OR ... 
Immigration reform in America must begin with increased border security and deporting 
anyone who is in America illegally." 

☑  80% support comprehensive immigration reform. 
☑  32% gap between Dems (87%) and Reps (55%) on this question. 



pro affirmative action 
☑  "Affirmative action policies are an important tool to increase opportunities for 

underrepresented minorities to attend elite colleges and universities ... OR ... Affirmative 
action policies only wind up giving unfair advantages to some groups while 
discriminating against others." 

☑  63% agree that affirmative action is an important tool. 
☑  26% gap between Dems (70%) and Reps (44%) on this question. 



a right to affordable education 
☑  " Free tuition at public colleges and universities and cancelled student debt should be a 

right for all Americans ... OR ... Making college free and cancelling student debt is unfair 
to those who have worked hard to pay for their college education." 

☑  68% agreed that affordable education is a right. 
☑  29% gap between Dems (76%) and Reps (47%) on this question 



young voters will matter in 2020 
☑  "Young voters never turnout anyway, so politicians will continue to ignore their issues 

and interests after the 2020 election ... OR ... 2020 will be a defining, movement-making 
election. Young voters are awoken and will demand that their votes are counted and 
their voices are heard this November." 

☑  77% say young voters will matter in 2020 
☑  Even 63% of Trump supporters and 55% of young AAPI Republicans agree 



divided on protest or politics 
☑  Real change for justice, equality, and rights only happens when the grassroots organize 

and there is protest in the streets ... OR ... Protesting alone will not produce real change 
unless people vote for that change in elections." 

☑ Opinion was very divided on this item 
☑  54% felt that protest alone is not enough without votes 



sketching out a messaging strategy 
☑  COVID, Green New Deal, Medicare-for-All, CIR, #BLM, FreeCollege4All have huge support 

(but sometimes partisan) 

☑  strong affirmation of the power of the youth vote and youth voices 

☑  divided on marching vs voting, and maybe they are just rejecting the false dichotomy 



mobilization and action 



2 in 5 have been 
contacted 

41% 

73% 

34% 

37% 

67% 

Mobilized 

by Democratic party 

by Republican party 

by non-partisan group 

by family/friend 

Over the past few months, did anyone from a campaign, political 
party, or some other group not related to a political party like a 
community organization ask you to vote or register to vote? 

☑ Asian Indians most likely to 
have been contacted (51%); 
Korean Ams least (35%) 

☑ Only 32% of Independent 
were contacted 

☑ Mobilization slightly higher in 
battlegrounds (46%) than 
non-battlegrounds (39%). 

☑ Only 37% of contacted from 
groups like RUN-AAPI 



engaged in both protest and 
elections 

40% 

36% 

19% 

27% 

21% 

48% 

Mobilized friends 

Mobilized family 

Volunteered for campaign 

Contributed money 

#BLM march 

#BLM social media 

In the past few months, have you personally done 
any of the following? 

☑ Young AAPIs are active in 
both social movement and 
electoral politics. 

☑ 47% are mobilizing friends or 
family combined. 

☑ Republicans likelier to 
contribute money (37%); 
Dems likelier to post on 
#BLM (57%) 

☑ Asian Indians more engaged 
across the board (friends and 
family, volunteering, 
contributing, and #BLM) 



identify with movements 

40% 

38% 

34% 

33% 

33% 

32% 

23% 

Climate/environmental justice 

#BlackLivesMatter 

LGBTQ+ equality 

#MeToo 

March for Our Lives 

FreeCollege4All 

DREAMers 

Do you consider yourself a member, follower, or 
supporter of any of the following social movements? 

☑ % who say "I strongly align 
with this group" shown. 

☑ a majority of AAPI youth 
actively identify with 
movement politics. 

☑ AAPI youth strongly aligned 
with movements are also 
likelier to vote: especially for 
#MeToo, March for Our Lives, 
DREAMers 



early take-aways 
☑  the heavy lift: 1 in 3 do not plan to register; 2 in 5 uncertain about turnout; 2 in 5 

contacted by someone about 2020. 

☑  converting the unregistered with information barriers will be much easier than 
converting those with motivational barriers. 

☑  AAPI youth strongly align with a progressive agenda and movement politics. 

☑  "protest vs. politics" is probably a false dichotomy. 


